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Dear Kate and AIP Members, 

I am writing to formally share a significant milestone with the Association of 

Independent Publishers. Today marks my very first day back in the office after six 

challenging weeks following the devastating fire that destroyed our premises. 

I would like to highlight that despite losing our working resources, Ikhwezi Publishers 

never stopped printing. Throughout the six-week period, our team worked remotely 

using mobile phones and old home computers to ensure that our weekly edition 

reached readers without a single interruption. We refused to let the fire silence the 

voice of our community. 

This journey has tested our resilience, but it has ultimately proven a fundamental 

truth: no one can take down a person who knows how to start, because they are 

never afraid to start again and again. While physical structures can be destroyed, 

the vision, determination, and blueprint carried in our minds remain indestructible. 

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to the AIP office and the Board for your 

unwavering support and for helping us amplify our story during this difficult period. 

Your solidarity reminded us that independent local media does not stand alone. 

Today, we are back on the ground and operating from our office once again. We 

remain fully committed to serving our readers across the Harry Gwala, Alfred Nzo, 

and OR Tambo districts with the consistent, community-driven service-delivery 

journalism they rely on each week in their mother tongue. 

Thank you once again for standing with us through the fire. Your support has been a 

source of strength, encouragement, and hope throughout this journey. 

Kind regards, 

Asanda Mantshongo 

Director & Editor:  Ikhwezi Publishers 
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